in Baghdad and later at Samara on the
River Tigris, it is quite conceivable that
Khalifa MutawakkiPs new mosque there
might have served him as a model for his
own mosque at Cairo. Many writers be-
lieve that it certainly supplied him with
the motif for the design of his minaret.
From the accounts of ancient writers this
Mosque of Ibn Tulun at the time of its
glory was full of the most beautiful and
rich decorations. To-day there can yet
be seen traces of beautiful mosaics, marble
pavements, carved-wood inscriptions and
plaster work. The arcades are made of
massive brick piers and the whole struc-
ture, which is also of brick, is covered
with plain and ornamental stucco. These
rectangular piers have four engaged angle
columns with capitals bearing ornamenta-
tions of buds and leaves made in stucco,
which are attempts to imitate the classical
Corinthian capitals. They support pointed
horse-shoe arches also made of bricks set
in mortar and covered with several coats
of stucco. Both on the walls and around
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